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INTRODUCTION 

Since the 1960s, the NBME® has offered discipline-based basic science subject 
examinations to medical schools for administration to students at the end of a 
course of instruction. Noting the recent trend toward curriculum integration, 
the NBME has developed a program to allow faculty to create examinations 
that are tailored to discipline-based, organ-system, and problem-based 
curricular approaches. Using items from the existing basic science subject exam 
pools, the NBME has assembled a large pool of items covering the topics 
commonly taught and tested in basic science coursework. These items have 

been permanently transferred from the USMLE® pool, and therefore have 

undergone the same rigorous quality assurance protocols as all USMLE test 
items. 
 
Examinations are delivered using web-based test administration and proctoring 
software developed by the NBME. A variety of test delivery environments can 
be supported (e.g., multiple testing rooms, student laptops). Any computer 
used by the examinee must be certified using NBME-supplied software that 
secures the internet browser during the test administration. 
 
Test construction services are available through the secure NBME Medical 
School Portal, the primary source for authorized medical school users to obtain 
information about their students for a variety of activities related to USMLE, 
NBME subject examinations and other services. 
 
The local activities involved in support of this service are described in this 
document to clarify how they are integrated and what is required of the 
medical school in order to use the service. Tasks will overlap as faculty and staff 
move toward the goal of successful delivery of a customized examination. 

 
POLICIES FOR USE OF CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

Participating schools must agree to use the customized assessments in 
compliance with NBME policies and procedures. Moreover, participating 
schools understand that the NBME customized assessments are intended to 
complement other sources of information about the educational progress of 
medical students. The assessment results should be interpreted in light of other 
available information. Likewise, curriculum evaluation cannot be based on 
assessment results alone. The quality of teaching can and should be evaluated 
by frequent peer observation and student feedback, not inferred solely from 
the level of assessment results. Medical school faculty and administration 
should not view the results of NBME customized assessments as the beginning 
and end of evaluation. 
 
The success of this program generally depends on vigorous adherence to NBME 
policies and protocols, including the implementation of the strictest security 
measures. 

 

 
 
 
 
Please visit 
www.nbme.org 
and go to Services 
for Medical Schools  
for more 
information about 
all NBME web-based  
examinations.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

RESOURCES 

NBME RESOURCES 
 

 

 

http://www.nbme.org/
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KEY MEDICAL SCHOOL STAFF ROLES   

The NBME Executive Chief Proctor (ECP) 

The ECP, nominated by the dean, has access to the secure NBME Medical School Portal and has overall 
responsibility for ordering services online, coordinating test administration activities and for assuring that 
the security of the test items reviewed by faculty and seen by students is maintained. Specific ECP 
responsibilities are outlined on page 6. 

The Test Construction Coordinator (TCC) 

One faculty member should be named as the main NBME contact who can take the lead during the test 
construction process. The TCC will: 
 

Á recruit faculty to participate in the process; 

Á coordinate the schedule for the sessions during which faculty will blueprint and refine the test; 

Á be given access to the secure website to initiate the sessions; 

Á serve as the primary local resource for use of the test construction software; and 

Á confirm that the exam to be administered is the one finalized by faculty. 

If more than one customized examination is planned, a separate TCC may be designated for each one. 
 
Faculty Participants 

Any faculty member may participate in the test construction process, however, those who will be 
reviewing NBME test items must agree to terms and conditions for review of the material. These 
conditions will be presented in an electronic nondisclosure agreement before faculty can view any web 
pages that display item content. This nondisclosure agreement is shown on page 16. 

The School Account Manager (SAM) 

The SAM creates accounts for TCCs to access the Medical School Portal in order to log onto the test 
construction system and to view the score reports and item analysis data. 

The Technical Support Coordinator (TechC) 

A primary support contact will be responsible for assuring that test administration system requirements 
are met. This individual should have specific knowledge of local bandwidth capabilities. The TechC will also 
be expected to: 
 
Á assure that testing room workstations or student laptops have administrative rights for installation 

of software that secures the browser during testing; 

Á run NBME workstation configuration software to certify examinee and Chief Proctor computers 

prior to test administration; 

Á have some form of Adware/Spyware control, if possible, to prevent slowness during testing; 

Á have knowledge of the operating system (OS), virus checker, and browser version residing on the 

testing room workstations or student laptops; 
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Á be knowledgeable about the network architecture of the testing rooms; 

Á assure that an adequate number of IP addresses are available to support 

testing with laptops; 

Á verify that internet connection speed is adequate (minimum T1) for 

testing; and 

Á be available on the test day to resolve technical problems that may arise. 

System requirements for test administration are outlined on pages 13-14. 

 

ECP RESPONSIBILITIES  

The ECP plays a key role in all local aspects of the Customized Assessment 
Services program, as outlined in the tasks below. The ECP, TechC, and TCC 
should have a continuous dialogue throughout the process to achieve successful 
results. The ECP will order all services through the NBME Medical School Portal. 
 
The following are the primary responsibilities of the ECP: 

Order a Subscription 

The first step is for the ECP to order a subscription to the service, and identify 
the estimated month and year that test construction activities will begin. The 
NBME must receive payment for the subscription before the subscription period 
starts. It becomes active on the first day of the month entered as the starting 
point for test construction activities. 

 
The ECP can also request the number of examinations to be created on the 
subscription order and provide the number of students in the Year 1 and/or  
Year 2 classes to be tested. Fees are based on the larger class size if both classes 
are to be tested. A discount applies if the entire order is prepaid. 

Order Test Construction Services 

Once the subscription is active, the ECP must order a test construction service 
for each exam to be created and identify and enter the TCCs for each one. 

Receive and Coordinate Use of the Authentication Keys 

The NBME provides RSA SecureID® hardware authentication keys to the ECP for 
use by faculty to access the test construction system and, after scores have been 
reported, to view the web-based item analysis data. Specific instructions on use 
of these keys are provided to the ECP in advance. 

Recruit the Technical Support Coordinator 

The TechC will coordinate the specific activities required to assure that the 
testing room(s) are capable of delivering an NBME web-based examination. 
Specific TechC responsibilities are outlined on pages 5-6. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The annual 
subscription fee 
covers: 
 

Á program setup 

Á technical support 
for activities 
required to support 
customized 
blueprint design, 
form construction, 
and testing room 
configuration 

Á construction of all 
examinations for 
students across 
Year 1 and Year 2  
of the preclinical 
curriculum 

Á support for test 
administration 
activities 
Á score reports, 

individual student 
performance 
profiles, and item 
analyses for each 
examination 

 
 

 
 

 

 

ANNUAL 
SUBSCRIPTION  
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Recruit Chief Proctor(s) 

A Chief Proctor (CP) must be assigned to manage the test administration. One CP is required for each room 
in which the examination will be delivered. A separate testing room and CP are required for any student(s) 
needing extra testing time. 
 
The primary responsibilities of the CP are to: 
 
Á become oriented to the proctoring software for delivering the examination; 

Á assure that testing room physical arrangements for the computerized exam create a positive, secure 
working environment in which examinees can feel comfortable and do their best work; 

Á conduct the exam in strict compliance with the procedures outlined in the /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ Manual; 

Á recruit one proctor for every 20 to 25 examinees expected in each testing room, plus additional staff 
to relieve proctors, if necessary; and 

Á launch the exam, monitor the progress of examinees, terminate the testing session, confirm the 
examinee group for scoring, and file an electronic Report of Test Administration. 

Through a centralized Chief Proctor Resource Site, CPs will be able to access tutorials, administer a practice 
exam and perform all tasks associated with administering an NBME web-based examination. 

Determine the Number of Testing Rooms and Sessions 

The number of examinees will determine the number of testing rooms and sessions needed in order to 
complete testing. If all students cannot be accommodated on one test date, the testing window may be 
extended to, but cannot exceed, five consecutive calendar days. 
 
If class size prevents all students from testing in the same room in one session, there are other options:  
 
Á multiple rooms that can accommodate the group during the same session; 

Á multiple separate testing sessions on the same day (depending on the exam stakes, consider 
ǎŜǉǳŜǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘύΤ ƻǊ 

Á testing sessions in different buildings or at separate campuses. 

 
Testing room types can vary (e.g., computer labs with fixed workstations or auditoria with wired or 
wireless connections that allow students using laptops to access the local network). 

A dedicated workstation in the testing room is required for each CP to allow interaction with NBME 
test administration software. It also is advisable to have one or two extra examinee workstations or 
laptops in each testing room, if possible, in case of hardware failure. 

Request the Examination for Administration 

Once an examination has been constructed and finalized by faculty, the ECP will receive an e-mail 
notification that it can be ordered for test administration. The information required on this order includes 
the following: 

 
Á test date(s) 
Á number of test sessions and the start and end times for each testing day 
Á names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses for the Chief Proctor(s) assigned to each testing 

room 
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Á number of students who need extra testing time and the corresponding exam length (1.5x or 2x the 
standard time limit allocated for other examinees). 

- Note: This will alert the NBME to build extra-time forms for the test administration. 
 
 

TEST CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

The TCC will log in to the NBME Medical School Portal to access the test construction software by 
interacting with the RSA SecureID authentication key received from the ECP. There are four components of 
the test construction process: creating test specifications (the blueprint), generating the exam, 
reviewing/refining it, identifying the score categories to be reported, and previewing the exam prior to test 
administration. 

Build the Test Blueprint 

After entering some general information about the exam (name, number of items closest to desired test 
length, e-mail contact information), the blueprinting session can begin. Faculty can expect to spend about 
1 to 3 hours for the blueprinting segment. 
 
During the session, faculty will filter the overall pool of items to a smaller number that is relevant to the 
areas they want to test. This is done by: 
 
Á selecting the discipline(s) to be included; 

Á reviewing the content areas, entering the minimum/maximum number of items  

desired for each area; 

Á specifying the minimum/maximum number of images to be included; and 

Á indicating the types of item stems (patient vignettes, experimental vignettes) to be included. 

 
The TCC then approves the blueprint online once these activities have been completed. 

Generate a Draft Exam 

This stage is the quickest and can be accomplished right after the blueprint is approved. It consists              
of three parts:  

 

Á confirming the name for the blueprint; 

Á providing e-mail addresses for every individual to be notified when the draft exam  

is ready; and 

Á initiating the exam generation process. 

  
Within three hours, NBME test construction software will generate a draft exam based on the test 
blueprint specifications. 
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Finalize the Exam 

This stage is the most involved. It consists of two sections: refining the test 
and defining score categories. If the work for this stage cannot be finished in 
one session, it can be saved and accessed later. Faculty can expect to spend 
about 4 to 5 hours finalizing the exam. 
 
The draft exam will consist of the target number of items identified plus a 
100% overage of items that can be used for substitution purposes. 

Refine the Exam 

In this section, faculty will: 
 
Á define the pacing for the exam for all examinees. Two standard pacing 

modes are available: 

- regular: 72 seconds per item, 50 items per hour, or 

- extended: 90 seconds per item, 40 items per hour 8 

Á review item content. A variety of item codes and other attributes (such 
as item difficulty and correct answer) are provided. Faculty may also 
filter items in various ways. The system keeps track of items that are 
reviewed during the session and also allows faculty to annotate them. 

Á use the overage pool to replace items from the draft that do not match 
course content. 
 

Define Score Categories 

The score reports will include Total Test scaled and percent correct scores as 
defaults. There is also the option to define additional score categories by 
combining system-generated categories or by creating custom categories. (A 
category must have at least 40 items for reporting numerical scores.) 
Individual examinee feedback is available in the form of graphic performance 
profiles, which highlight content areas of strength and weakness. A content 
category must have at least 10 items to 
appear on the profile. 
 
After these two sections have been completed, the exam is saved and 
available for ordering by the ECP. 

 

Preview and Confirm the Exam 

No later than five calendar days prior to the test administration date, the TCC 
will preview the exam in the same format as an examinee will see it. An e-mail 
reminder will be sent to the TCC if this task has not been completed up to this 
point. This interface includes a 15-minute timed tutorial, the actual exam 
questions, and an untimed survey. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Participating faculty 
should review the 
USMLE Step 1 Content 
Outline available at 
www.usmle.org in 
advance of the initial 
session.  
 
The test specification 
screens are formatted 
in the same hierarchical 
content structure used 
for Step 1. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

RESOURCES 
 

 

 

http://www.usmle.org/
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PREPARING FOR THE TEST ADMINISTRATION 

Adequate preparation at this stage is important to ensure that the examination is delivered securely and 
successfully. Some required responsibilities in this process are: 

 
Á assuring that system requirements have been met and that workstation computers or 

school/student laptops are properly configured to deliver the exam; 

Á communicating test administration specifics to students; 

Á preparing a roster of expected examinees to be used for examinee check-in; and 

Á assigning seats to examinees in advance and creating a seating chart. 

 
The NBME provides a centralized Chief Proctor Resource Site through which Chief Proctors can access 
various pre-administration resources (e.g., the /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ and  tutorials). 
 
To enhance security and minimize copying behavior, the examination will not be presented to every 
examinee in exactly the same numbered sequence (e.g., item #1 for student A could be item #10 for 
student B and item #22 for student C). 

 
 

ADMINISTERING THE EXAMINATION 

Chief Proctors will interact with software that enables them to launch the exam, monitor the progress of 
examinees throughout the session, restart examinees if necessary, end the exam session, file an electronic 
Report of Test administration, and confirm the examinee group to be scored. Each CP will receive an e-mail 
with a username and password to authenticate to the system. On the test date, the system will generate a 
start-up code to be given to examinees to launch their tests. After the exam session has been terminated 
by the CP, the system submits examinee response records to the NBME. 
 
NBME staff will be available for test administration support on the test date(s) to respond to technical or 
procedural issues that may arise. NBME support hours are shown below: 

 
 

NBME Test Administration Support Hours 
(US Eastern Time) 

Day Standard Extended 

Monday to Friday 7:00 am to 6:00 pm  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Saturday  8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Sundays Unavailable 
NOTE: Extended time is available only if notice is received by the NBME at least 14 calendar days in advance. This is done through the 
test administration order. 
 

SCORE REPORTING  

b.a9 ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
understanding of a series of content areas defined by each school. Course objectives vary across schools, 
and customized examinations are targeted to meet the specifics of a given curriculum. NBME neither sets 
ƴƻǊ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ŀ άǇŀǎǎƛƴƎέ ǎŎƻǊŜΦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ conjunction 
with other indicators of student performance to determine grades. 
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Scaled scores for the total test and content areas defined during the test construction phase are reported 
and computed to have a mean of 70 and a standard deviation of 8 for the scaling group of examinees 
testing at your school. The scale provides a useful tool for comparing the scores of students to one another 
as well as the relative strengths and weaknesses within the content areas defined for the exam. Feedback 
is based only on the performance of students from your school who took the customized examination. 
National norm data are not available for customized exams, since the exams are targeted specifically to an 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƘƻǊǘǎΣ either within the school 
or across other schools. 
 
There are two stages of score reporting: 

 Immediately after the Close of a Test Session ς Total Test Percent Correct Scores 

After the CP ends a test session and files the Report of Test Administration, a Roster Confirmation will 
appear listing the examinees who tested in the session along with a total test percent correct score. The 
percent correct mean, standard deviation, and minimum/maximum scores are also shown. The CP should 
exclude any records that may be invalid (e.g., examinee left due to illness) and confirm the group to be 
submitted for final scoring. 
 
The individual total test percent correct scores and summary statistics may be printed, downloaded to 
Excel or saved as an Adobe reader (pdf) file. 

 
Note: The percent correct information is subject to change on the final score report. 
 

Within One Week of the Test Administration Date ς Full Score Report 

The NBME will send an e-mail notification to the ECP when the score report has been posted to the NBME 
Medical School Portal.  Score reports are usually available within one week of the test administration date. 
 
Three types of performance feedback are provided in the final score report: 

 
Á Numeric Score Report ς a single Adobe Reader file with the following components: 

- Score Interpretation Guide 

- Total Test and Content Area Score Descriptive Statistics 

- Total Test Scale Score Frequency Distribution 

- Roster of Scores 

Á Comma-delimited files of all reported scores 

Á Individual Performance Profiles (if there were at least 25 examinees) 

Á Item Analysis in two formats: 

- Web-based: provides the capability to review full item text along with related item statistics 
online 

- Downloadable report: (PDF and csv file) - contains a keyword description of the item and 
summary score category and individual item statistics to compare with the performance of a 
USMLE Step 1 reference group. 

 



12 
 

Components of the score report and information about the performance profiles and item analysis are 
described in the table on page 18. 
 
Samples of the score report and performance feedback are provided on pages 19-26.  
 

SCALING GROUP APPLICATION 

Since scores for customized exams are locally scaled for each test administration, examinee scores 
cannot be directly compared across multiple administrations of the same examination.  A Scaling 
Group Application (SGA) is available to link these administrations for comparison purposes. The SGA is 
available to schools with active subscriptions to the Customized Assessment Service.     
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NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS FOR TEST CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

 
 

 

Hardware 
 

PC with Intel P3 1GHz or higher processor 
(Macs are not supported.) 

Operating System Microsoft Windows XP 

Browser Microsoft Internet Explorer version 6.0 or higher. Do not 
use beta versions. Other browsers are not supported. 

Internet Connection Broadband (DSL, Cable, or T1) 

Pop-up Blocker Disabled 

Monitor  мтέ ƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ 

Resolution 1024 x 768 

Color Setting 24-bit or better 

Cookies Enabled 

Other Adobe® (Macromedia) Flash Player 7.0 or higher 
RSA Secure ID authentication key  
(provided by the NBME) 
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NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

STANDARD NBME WEB-BASED TESTING REQUIREMENTS 

 
The standard NBME web-based testing requirements outlined below apply to exams delivered over both wired 
and wireless networks.  Examinees may use personal laptops, either Macs or PCs, to take an exam.   
 

Dedicated technical support staff is required prior to and on the test day(s).   

 Windows Mac OS 

 

 

Hardware  

Á PC with Intel Pentium 3 1GHz or 

higher processor 

Á Windows 7, Windows Vista,  

Windows XP, or Windows 2000 

Á 512MB of Memory or higher 

Á мтέ ƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ 

recommended 

Á 1024x768 display with 32-bit color 

setting 

Á PowerPC or Intel Mac 

Á Mac OS X 10.3.9 or higher 

Á 512MB of Memory or higher 

Á мтέ ƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ 

recommended 

Á 1024x768 display with 32-bit color 

setting 

 

Browser  

Á Microsoft Internet Explorer 6.0 or 
higher - do not use beta versions. 
Other browsers are not supported. 

Á Safari 1.3.2 or higher - do not use 
beta versions. Other browsers are 
not supported. 

 

Browser Settings  
Á JavaScript Enabled 

Á Cookies Enabled 

Á CSS Enabled 

 

 

Internet Connection  

Á Broadband Internet connection  

(DSL, Cable or T1) 

Á Network bandwidth of 256Kbps or 

higher per computer (including 

Internet access) 

Á Disable Adware/Spyware 

programs, if possible, to prevent 

slowness 

Á Broadband Internet connection  

(DSL, Cable or T1) 

Á Network bandwidth of 256Kbps or 

higher per computer (including 

Internet access) 

 

Security  
Some level of encryption must be in place on the wireless network while the 

exam is in progress.  SSL can be supplemented with another security 

protocol, such as but not limited to WEP, WPA or WPA2.  

Workstation Certification  

For exam rooms with fixed workstations 

and laptops owned by the institution: 

NBME provides an automated 
certification utility that checks the 
workstation.  This must be run on every 
workstation/institutional laptop prior to 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŘŀǘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
computer. 

 

 

 

 

This process checks that the browser settings listed above are correct and 
launches a sample test. 14 days prior to the test date the technical resource 
person charged with configuring the workstations for web-based testing will 
receive an e-mail with a URL, unique ticket number, and instructions to run the 
workstation utility on each workstation in the testing room or on any institutional 
laptops to be used for delivering the exam.   The system will return a pass or fail 
result on each machine and provide instructions for correcting any problems.  
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STANDARD NBME WEB-BASED TESTING REQUIR9a9b¢{ ό/hb¢Ω5ύ 
 

 

 Windows Mac OS 

The Secure Browser  A secure browser is required to administer an NBME web-based exam.  It άƭƻŎƪǎ 
Řƻǿƴέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΣ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
as email or notepad.  It also includes a function that detects any applications and 
programs that may be running on workstations or examinee personal laptops.  It 
will temporarily pause or suspend any computer applications or unauthorized 
programs that should not be running during the testing session. 

The secure browser application does not require configuration or administrator 
rights to install and is downloaded on test day when the examinee URL is 
provided by the proctor.  This URL is: 

http://examinee.nbme.org/wbtexam 

Advise examinees to arrive 30 minutes prior to the exam start time to download  
the secure browser and re-run the system check. Those with personal laptops  
should also be advised to arrive early to detect any problems with the local 
firewall.  

Extra workstations/laptops  
It is also advisable to test and have extra workstations or institutional laptops  
available as back-ups in case of hardware failure on test day.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 
NONDISCLOSURE AGREEMENT 

 
The screen text shown below will appear before faculty can view item content for either the exam 
construction phase or during review of the item analysis. It is relatively generic and also intended for 
future use when web-based item review for other programs is made available by the NBME. By 
ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ƎǊŜŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ the screen, the TCC will certify that 
any faculty present for the activity is eligible to review the items. 
 

Subject examinations and customized examinations of the National Board of Medical Examiners® 
(NBME®) are provided to institutions with a legitimate interest in the education of physicians. Under 
secure conditions, the NBME makes the examinations and/or items available for review to interested 
faculty, administrators, and other authorized staff ("reviewers") who wish to evaluate the 
appropriateness of the items for tests for courses and clerkships or to help them interpret their 
students' scores. All reviewers must certify that they recognize the importance of maintaining the 
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complete security of this material and that they meet the following conditions. 
 

CONDITIONS FOR REVIEW OF NBME EXAMINATION QUESTIONS 
FOR CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

 
1. Each reviewer must acknowledge and agree to preserve the confidentiality of the test material. 

Reviewers are not permitted to disclose all or any part of the contents of the test material to 
anyone. In addition, no reproduction of the test material may be made by any means, including, 
but not limited to, printing, photocopying, reconstruction through memorization, and/or 
dictation. 

2. A reviewer is not eligible to take part in a review if that person currently participates or plans to 
participate within the next three (3) years as a faculty member or preparer in any review course 
for which students are charged a fee. This condition applies if any student, from the reviewer's 
own school or from any other school, is charged a preparation course tuition fee, other than a 
small charge for production of review course materials. 

3. A reviewer is not eligible to take part in a review if that person is listed as an editor, author, or 
coauthor of any publication which is advertised, regarded, or perceived as being sold for 
preparation for medical licensing examinations. Publications include materials using any 
medium, including, but not limited to, print, electronic media, and videotape. 

4. A reviewer who is presently enrolled in an MD or DO degree program or who is a candidate for 
medical licensure in the United States of America is not permitted to take part in this review. 

5. A reviewer who, within three (3) years of the date of the execution of this Reviewer Statement, 
becomes enrolled in an MD or DO degree program or becomes a candidate for medical licensure 
in the United States of America must promptly notify NBME of his or her participation in the 
NBME Customized Assessment Program. 

6. Each reviewer is required to certify that he or she is a faculty member in good standing at the 
medical school and has been authorized by the school to review the applicable test materials 
and that he or she has read, understands, and agrees to comply with the conditions for review 
of test material stated herein, including the nondisclosure provisions. 

 
By clicking on the "Agree" button below, I certify that I am authorized to conduct this on-line session 
and that all present agree to the conditions set forth above. 

 

NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

TOTAL TEST PERCENT CORRECT SCORES AND SUMMARY STATISTICS 

GENERATED AT THE CLOSE OF A TESTING SESSION 
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NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

SCORE REPORT COMPONENTS 
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Component 

 
Description 

Min. # Examinees 
Required to Receive 

Percent Correct Score 
Report  
 
PDF format 

For total test and content areas with at 
least 40 items: 

 Score Interpretation Guide 

 Percent correct score 

 Descriptive statistics: mean, sd, low 
score, high score 

 SEM and reliability with a minimum of 
10 examinees  

 
0 

(based on total group) 

Scaled Score Report 
 
PDF format 

For total test and content areas with at 
least 40 items: 

 Score Interpretation Guide 

 Scaled score  
(mean 70, sd 8) 

 Descriptive statistics: mean, sd, low 
score, high score 

 Frequency distribution (total test only)  

 
25 
 

(based on scaling group) 

Item Analysis (IA) 
 
PDF and CSV formats 
 
Note:  IA statistics are based 
on the scaling group 
examinees who took a 
customized exam on a 
specific test date.  They are 
not aggregated across 
multiple administrations 
linked through the SGA. 

Summary Info:  

# items, mean item difficulty, discrimination 
indices by content category ï compared to 
Step 1 reference group 
 
Item-by-item data: 

organ system identifier, Step 1 content 
outline category, short keyword 
description, vignette type, difficulty (P-
value)for your students and Step 1 
reference group, difference between 
difficulties, discrimination index 
  

 
10 for P-value 

 
40 for discrimination 

 
(based on scaling group) 

Web-Based Item Analysis 
 
Available online only 

For each item: 

 Full review of item text 

 % of examinees answering each 
option 

 difficulty (P-value) 

 discrimination 

 national P-value based on previous 
use of the item in USMLE and/or 
subject exam 

 
10 

40 for discrimination 
 

(based on scaling group) 

Individual Examinee 
Performance Profiles 
 
PDF format ï bundled in 
WinZip file 

Graphical profile for individual examinee 
that shows: 

 total test scaled and percent correct 
scores 

 horizontal bands representing areas of 
strength and weakness in content 
areas 

 
25 
 

(based on scaling group) 
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NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 
SAMPLE SCORE REPORT COMPONENTS 

Scaled Score Descriptive Statistics  

 

 

Scaled Score Roster 
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NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

SAMPLE SCORE REPORT COMPONENTS 

 

Total Test Scaled Score Frequency Distribution 
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NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

SAMPLE SCORE REPORT COMPONENTS 

 

Percent Correct Score Descriptive Statistics 

 

 
 

Percent Correct Score Roster 
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NBME CUSTOMIZED ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

SAMPLE SCORE REPORT COMPONENTS 

 

Examinee Performance Profile ς Page 1 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


