
 

 

National Board of Medical Examiners
®
 

Web-Based Subject Examinations Quick Guide 

 

†This exam is currently in its pilot phase.  Scaled scores and graphical performance profiles for each examinee will be generated after the 

completion of the pilot.   

 

Updated as of May 2009 

                                                                                         

Examination 

 
 
 

# Multiple 
Choice Items 

 
Length of Testing Session 

 
(Each session consists of a tutorial, the time allotted for answering 

items, and an optional untimed survey) 
 

 
 
 
 

Performance Feedback 
Provided to Medical School 

 
Tutorial 

 
Testing Time 

 
Total Session Time 
(excluding survey) 

 
Adult Ambulatory Medicine Subject 

Examination
†
 

 
100 

 
15 minutes 

 
2 hours, 10 minutes 

 
2 hours, 25 minutes 

 
Total test percent correct scores 

 
Adult/Pediatric Ambulatory Medicine 

Subject Examination
†
 

 
100 

 
15 minutes 

 
2 hours, 10 minutes 

 
2 hours, 25 minutes 

 
Total test percent correct scores 
for total test and percent correct 
sub-scores for the adult and 
pediatric components 

 
Comprehensive Basic Science 
Examination 
 

(Paper and Web-based versions are identical)
 

 

 

 
200 

 
15 minutes 

 
4 hours 

 
4 hours, 15 minutes 

 
Scaled scores, graphical 
performance profile for 
distribution to each examinee, 
group summary performance 
profile and keyword phrase item 
analysis 

 

Medicine Sub-Internship Examination
†
 

 
75 

 
20 minutes 

 
1 hour, 40 minutes 

 
1 hour, 55 minutes 

 
Total test percent correct scores 

 
Musculoskeletal Subject Examination 

 
75 

 
15 minutes 

 
1 hour, 40 minutes 

 
1 hour, 55 minutes 

 
Total test percent correct scores 


