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This graph provides summary information regarding the score distribution of examinees from your medical school for this 
administration of the Comprehensive Basic Science Examination (CBSE). The shaded area defines a borderline level of 
performance for each content area. Borderline performance is comparable to a HIGH FAIL/LOW PASS on the total test of the 
United States Medical Licensing Examination® (USMLE®) Step 1. Feedback is shown as a performance band for each content 
area. The midpoint of each band represents the mean score for your school in that content area. The width of a performance 
band reflects the dispersion of the scores around the mean (+/- 1 standard deviation). Wide bands indicate a wide range of 
scores (heterogeneous group) while narrow bands indicate a narrow range of scores (homogeneous group). Assuming a normal 
distribution of scores, approximately two-thirds of the scores for the examinees in this report should fall within the 
performance band. Striped shading of a band indicates that your performance band extends beyond the displayed portion of 
the scale. Because the CBSE is designed to be integrative, many items contribute to more than one content area. Use caution 
when interpreting differences in performance across content areas.
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