
Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCE) for Clinical Reasoning 

Call for Applications for Institutions to Join an NBME Creative Community 

Eligibility Criteria 
1. Medical schools must be accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) or the

Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation (COCA) and located in the United States. Schools

representing underrepresented and marginalized student communities and the broad range of learning

environments are strongly encouraged to apply.

2. Must use OSCEs in your educational program to conduct clinical skills teaching and assessment.

3. Must have an institutional commitment and appropriate support to pilot both in-person and remote

OSCE enhancement projects.

Total Awards 
Eight medical schools will be selected and awarded $150,000 each over a two-year period ($75,000 per year) to 

participate in the Creative Community. Award funds are intended to support school participation in the 

Creative Community, including faculty and staff salary support.  An itemized budget is not required in the 

application.  Coverage of indirect costs will be limited to 10% of the total award provided. In addition, 

participating faculty, staff and students will be reimbursed for travel to in-person Creative Community 

meetings, and for other program-related expenses. 

Expectations of School Participants 
1. Designate a lead faculty member who can dedicate at least 20% of their time to Creative Community

activities for a 24-month commitment and affirmatively engage in all activities, including:

a. Attend in-person meetings twice each year, including the Kick-off Meeting in May 2022

b. Participate in monthly virtual meetings

c. Contribute to work in between meetings through individual and group activities

2. Designate one student curricular representative to serve in an advisory capacity to the project and who

can affirmatively engage in scheduled activities, including:

a. Attend annual in-person meetings

b. Participate in quarterly virtual meetings

3. Designate a lead staff member to coordinate piloting activities and who can attend scheduled activities

in preparation for piloting as designated.

4. Organize and support activities at your institution to pilot OSCE enhancements.

Application Process 
Medical schools are expected to complete the online application, including the submission of six components. 

School Information 

1. Letter of Intent (up to 1,000 words) that explains how engagement in the Creative Community would

enhance the assessment of clinical reasoning. Your description should address these questions:

• What are your school’s main curricular objectives pertaining to clinical reasoning?

• How do you currently use OSCEs to assess clinical skills throughout your medical education

program (both formative and/or summative)?



• What challenges (if any) have you identified in measuring and reporting learner performance? 

• How do you envision the OSCE format helping to advance the assessment of clinical reasoning 

at your school and more broadly in medical education? 

• How do you envision participation in the Creative Community helping to advance your 

school’s goals around Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)? 

2. Description of student demographics with attention to the specific diversity categories identified in 

medical school policies that guide recruitment and retention activities for medical students. 

Lead Faculty Member Information 

3. Statement describing your anticipated participation (400 words) that addresses how you would 

contribute to the Creative Community, including: 

• Your current experience with and role in OSCE assessments 

• A professional situation that demonstrates your self-awareness, collaborative skills and 

communication skills 

4. Current curriculum vitae. 

Letters of support from: 

5. Dean of the school of medicine (or their designee) indicating support for faculty, staff and student 

engagement in the Creative Community activities, for the continued use of OSCEs in the educational 

program throughout the duration of this project and for implementing future enhancements. 

6. Lead faculty member’s department chair (or their designee) indicating the chair’s commitment to 

protecting time for the candidate to fully participate in the Creative Community. 

Selection Criteria 
Proposals will be evaluated in the following areas, including but not limited to: 

1. Strength of alignment with the stated Creative Community goals 

2. School commitment to the assessment of clinical skills through OSCEs 

3. Institutional support for school, faculty, staff and student involvement 

4. Clarity of writing and persuasiveness of Letter of Intent 

Selection decisions will be based on applications that reflect diverse student communities, various educational 

backgrounds and a broad range of life experiences. 

Key Dates 
February 28, 2022 Application deadline 
March 2022 Notification of selected creative community participants 
May 2022 Appointment begins 
May 4-6, 2022 OSCE Enhancement Creative Community kick-off meeting (Philadelphia, PA) 

 
If you have any questions, please email creativecommunity@nbme.org. 

mailto:creativecommunity@nbme.org

